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House of Representatives

The House met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

———————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

We ask today that You bless the
Members of this assembly to be the
best and most faithful servants of the
people they serve. Purify their inten-
tions, that they will speak the truth
about what they believe and work to
legislate responsibly, realizing that
others are doing the same and that be-
liefs do differ.

Therefore, we ask a special blessing
of patience, an ability to listen, and a
shared desire to bring hope to the
American people, their constituents,
through a united effort to pass legisla-
tion that will help all in this Nation
during these difficult times.

May the Members be filled with grat-
itude at the opportunity they have to
serve in this people’s House. We thank
You for the abilities they have been
given to do their work. May they use
their talents as good stewards of Your
many gifts and thereby be true serv-
ants of justice and partners in peace.

We thank You as well for this mar-
velous forum where the important
business of this Nation has been done
in the past and is done today. May the
work being done now be guided by Your
Spirit.

May all that is done this day in the
people’s House be for Your greater
honor and glory.

Amen.

——————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. WILSON)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

VICE PRESIDENT BIDEN IS RIGHT:
DEMOCRATS OWN THIS ECONOMY

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, during a radio interview last
week, Vice President JOE BIDEN ac-
knowledged the current administration
has responsibility for the economy.
The Vice President stated, ‘‘Right now,
we are the ones in charge. I don’t
blame them for being mad. We’re in
charge, so they’re angry.” I agree with
the Vice President.

While the national unemployment
rate continues to remain above 9 per-
cent, this administration continues the
failed policies of borrow and spend. It
is a failed course.

Last week, I met with constituents
across the Second Congressional Dis-
trict of South Carolina during the an-
nual District Bus Tour, and without
complaining, they urged: reduce spend-
ing, cut taxes, create jobs.

House Republicans have introduced
numerous jobs bills designed to encour-
age hiring and long-term economic
growth. Now is the time for liberals
and the President to change course.
They own it.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

RECOGNIZING FILMMAKER KEN
BURNS

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, for
two decades documentary filmmaker
Ken Burns has been helping America
understand who we are. Tonight, in the
Visitors Center, there is a 5 o’clock re-
ception and a 5:30 special screening of
his new documentary on prohibition.
He’s had amazing productions dealing
with the Civil War, baseball, jazz, the
national parks, but this, I think, is
going to be perhaps his best.

Based on what I saw last night, noth-
ing is more timely, more profound for
the challenges that we face today. And
I can’t wait for the next two episodes
that will be aired tonight at 8 p.m. and
again tomorrow.

Thank you, Mr. Burns. Thank you,
PBS. Thanks to previous Congresses
for support and the ‘‘pre-funding’’ that
allows long-term projects like this.
Here is another example of the unique
and critical role played by public
broadcasting, and Congress should
make sure that it continues.

————

SOLYNDRA

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, just be-
fore we left last week, two executives
from a company called Solyndra came
before the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee voluntarily, but ultimately did
not testify, invoking their Fifth
Amendment rights.

Most Americans by now are becom-
ing aware of the Solyndra story, a com-
pany that was initially denied a loan
guarantee in the last days of the Bush
administration but was hastily added
to a list of projects that were covered
by what was called the stimulus bill in
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